
Elements 5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 0 Points 

 
 
 
Abstract 
and 
Bibliography 
 
(45 points 
possible) 

5 or more 
credible 
sources used 

4 credible sources 
used 

3 credible sources used 2 credible sources 
used 

1 credible source 
used 

0 credible sources 
used 

Correct MLA 
Formatting 
Used 

1-2 errors in MLA 
Formatting 

3-4 Errors in MLA Formatting 5-6 Errors in MLA 
Formatting 

More than 6 errors in 
MLA Formatting 

MLA format is not 
used/attempted 

Typed 12 
Point Font, 
Times New 
Roman 

Typed but incorrect 
size or font 

Not typed, but neatly hand-
written 

Handwritten but a 
few illegible words 

Hand-written in a 
manner that is 
difficult to decipher 

Completely illegible 

No spelling 
errors 
present 

1-2 spelling errors 
present 

3-5 spelling errors present 6-7 spelling errors 
present  

8-10 spelling errors 
present 

More than 10 spelling 
errors 

Grammar and 
vocabulary 
are correctly 
implemented 

1-2 
grammar/vocabulary 
errors present 

3-5 grammar/vocabulary errors 
present 

6-7 
grammar/vocabulary 
errors present  

8-10 
grammar/vocabulary 
errors present 

More than 10 
grammar/vocabulary 
errors 

All sentences 
are written in 
a level that is 
grade-
appropriate 

Almost all sentences 
are written in a level 
that is grade 
appropriate 

The sentences are a near even 
mixture of grade-level and 
below grade-level 

More sentences are 
below grade-level 
than on grade-level 
 

Most sentences are 
not at a level that is 
grade-appropriate 

None of the 
sentences are written 
in a level that is 
grade-appropriate 

All 
information is 
accurate and 
based on 
research 

Almost all 
information is 
accurate and based 
on research 
 

The majority of information is 
accurate, some issues with 
research methods 

Most information is 
accurate, significant 
issues with research 
methods 
 

The majority of the 
abstract is inaccurate 
with many 
questionable 
research methods 

The abstract 
information is 
unfounded in 
research 

Investigative 
purposes are 
well-defined 

Investigative 
purposes are mostly 
well defined 

Investigative purposes are 
slightly unclear 

Investigative 
purposes are unclear 

There is little 
evidence as to the 
reason for 
investigation 

There is no clear 
investigative purpose 

Conclusions 
are 
supported by 
clear 
evidence 

Conclusions are 
supported by mostly 
clear evidence 

Conclusion is unclear and 
lacking evidence 

Conclusion is unclear 
and no evidence is 
present 
 

Conclusion is difficult 
to discern and no 
evidence is provided 

No conclusion is  
provided 

 
Subtotal 

 
 

     

 

 



Elements 10 Points 8 Points 6 Points 4 Points 2 Points 0 

 

 
Background 
Knowledge 
 
(30 points 
possible) 

There is an intriguing 
introduction that 
catches the audience’s 
attention 

The introduction is 
present and audience 
can follow 

Introduction is present, 
but does little to grasp 
the attention of the 
audience 

Introduction is unclear 
and does little to grasp 
the attention of the 
audience 

The introduction in 
unclear and does not 
grasp the attention of 
the audience 

There is no clear 
introduction present 

There are an abundance 
of key points present 
that are supported with 
valid research 

There are many key 
points present, but 
some lack validity 

There are some key 
points present, but little 
research to prove 
validity 

There are a few key 
points included with 
little research to prove 
validity 

There are minimal key 
points and no research 
to prove validity 

No key points are 
present 

There is a strong 
conclusion that 
summarizes the reason 
for investigation 

The conclusion leaves 
out a few key elements 
of the project 

The conclusion is leaves 
out many key elements 
and does not summarize 
the reason for 
investigation 

The conclusion does not 
reference key points at 
all 

The conclusion is off 
topic and does little to 
explain the reason for 
investigation 

There is no conclusion 
present 

 
Subtotal 

      

 

 

Total Points 
 
 
 
 

Comments/Suggestions 

 

Elements 5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Points 0 

Backboard 
& Display 
 
(25 points 
possible) 

Distinct Title Title is present Title is written clearly, 
but hard to differentiate 
from other material 

Title is poorly designated 
and difficult to 
understand 

Title is difficult to read No clear title exists 

Well-organized A few organizational 
issues 

Some organizational 
issues 

Many organizational 
issues 

The board is completely 
disorganized 

There are no materials 
present on the board 

Visually appealing Visually appealing but 
has an unclear section 

Some artistic elements, 
but could be neater 

Visually unappealing Little to no work was put 
into making the board 
visually appealing 

There are no materials 
present on the board 

Free of 
spelling/grammar errors 

1-2 spelling/grammar 
errors present 

3-5 spelling/grammar 
errors present 

6-7 spelling/grammar 
errors present  

8-10 spelling/grammar 
errors present 

There are no materials 
present on the board 

No handwritten 
elements (unless artistic 
in nature) 

Minimal handwritten 
elements 

Some handwritten 
elements that are 
difficult to read or 
uneven on the board 

 Many handwritten 
elements that are 
difficult to read or 
uneven on the board 
 

Handwritten elements 
that are 
nearly/completely 
illegible 

There are no materials 
present on the board 

 
Subtotal 

      



 


